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The 4th Chapter of the Prophet Daniel, and 
Part of the 35th Verſe. 


And he doeth according to his Will in the Army of 

Heaven, and among the Inhabitants of "uh 
Earth: And none can ſtay his Hand, or ſay 
unto him, What doeſs thou ? 


E preceding Part of this Chapter con- 

| tains the Relation of Vebuchadnezzar's 

Dream, which the. wiſe Men of Babylon, 

the Magicians, the Aſtrologers, the Chaldeans 

and Soothſayers, could not expound ; but which 

q the Prophet interpreted by the unerring Inſpira- 
| tion of God; and from thence forewarned the 
King, that God (to puniſh his Pride, and to 
manifeſt his own uncontroulable Power) had de- 
termined to take his Kingdom away from i 
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for a Seaſon, and to reduce him to the moſt abje& 
State of Contempt and Wretchedneſs. That 
« he ſhould be driven from the Converſation of 
« Men ; that his Dyelling ſhould be with the 
© Beafts of the Field; that he ſhould eat Graſs 
e as the Ox, and for ſeven Days,” that is, (in 
the prophetical Style) ſeven Years, -© he ſhould 
be wet with the Dew of Heaven. This Pre- 
dition, we find, was accompliſhed; for, © At 
e tue end of twelve Months; as he walked in 
« the Palace of the Kingdom of Babylon,” 
(probably in thoſe celebrated hanging Gardens, 
from whence he had a perfect View of that pom- 
pous City) while elated with Pride, he ſaid, Is 
nor this Great Babylon that I baus built far the 
Houſe of the Kingdom, by the Might of my Pomer, 
and for the Honour of my Majefly 8 At that In- 
ſtant here fell a Voice from Heaven, ſaying, 
O King Nebuchadnezzar! 1% thee it is ſpoken ; 
Thy Kingdom is departed from thee — And the 
ſame Hour the thing was fulfilled upon Nebuchad- 
nezzar: And, at the appointed Time, the Pur- 
poſe of his Puniſhment was likewiſe anſwered ; 
for, At the End of the Days I lifted up (ſays he) 
mine Eyes to Heaven, and mine Under landing re- 
turned unto me, and I bleſſed the Moft High, and 
I praijed and honoured Him that liveth for ever, 
whoſe Dominion is an everlaſting Dominion, and 

| his 


SRANKAL! XENAIRE 


171 
his Kingdom is from Generation to Generation; and 
all the Inhabitants of the Earth are reputed as 
nothing: Anil he (ſays he) doeth according to his 
Will in the Army of Heaven, and among the In- 
habitants of the Barth: And none can ſtay his 
Hum, or ſay unte bim, What doeff thou & 


This was the Occaſion of theſe Words. The 


Senſe of them is plain and obvious, 


It is a free and explicit Acknowlegement of 
an Univerſal and Almighty Providence which 


ordereth all Things both in Heaven and Earth. 
In diſcourſing upon this Subject, I ſhall, 


 Firfl, Briefly obſerve the deep and im- 
moveable Foundation on which this important 
Doctrine is built (laid by Reaſon, and eſtabliſhed 
by Revelation); as alſo, ſome of the moſt ſtriking 
outward Proofs of the Exertion of this Provi- 
dence in worldly Affairs. | 


Secondly, Point out ſome Errors which Men 
are apt to run into in their Notions concerning 
it, And, 


. Laſtly, Make an Application of what ſhall 
be ſaid to-the very particular Circumſtances of 
the preſent Time. 1 In 


3 
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In the ef 3 then, che Belief of a Pro- 
vidence may very truly be ſaid to be deeply 
founded, and firmly eſtabliſned; ſince it is built 
on, and is the neceſſary unaypidable Conſe- 
quence of, thoſe Attributes or Qualities, which 
are inſeparably connected with the firſt Notions 
which we:form to ourſelves of a ”"—_— Being. 


4+ 


The chief of theſe are, InGnite Wiſdom, 15. 
finite Gossel, and Infiite Power. | 


„That 2 92 is Klin ( as the Prophet Daniel 
expreſſes it); that is, not only comparatively, but 
abſolutely, in the ſtricteſt and moſt unlimited 
Senſe ; is the evident Conſequence of his being 
God; for Wiſdom bears the ſame Analogy to 
the Mind, that the Eye does to the Body: 
that natural Organ « directs the latter, 5 
what may be proper to purſue, or what to avoid; 
what may impede its Motion, and how any Im- 
een de 0 be removed; 0 Wiſdom is o 
e by, penal what. will beſt advance, or \ 
what is likely to obſtruct, its Deſigns. This Qua- N 
lity mult therefore evidently be not only pre- 
eminent, but alſo all · perfect, in the Deity : For, 
28 he is the Center 2 every poſhble: reien 
! the 
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the ſole original Cauſe of all Things, he neceſ- 


ſarily muſt intimately know all their latent 
Powers and Properties; what every particular 
Thing can, or cannot produce; what Relation 
one bears to another; what Things are connected, 
or divided ; what is fit, or what unſuitable, to 
every poſſible End or Purpoſe ; for his Ignorance 
(could it be ſuppoſed even of the minuteſt Particu- 
lar)-might diforder, nay, poſſibly, unhinge the 
whole Frame and Conſtitution of the Univerſe. 


Again; Infinite Goodneſs is, and muſt be, as 
eſſential to the Divine Nature as infinite Wiſdom; 
for, what elſe could induce a Being, in himſelf 
completely happy, to create us, or, when created, | 
to preſerve us? Whence, elle, is it, that we live, 
and move, and have our Being? Whence is it, that 
we, who are ſo fearfully and wonderfully made, 
with ſo many various Inlets for Death, ſhould 
ſurvive even a fingle Day, not to ſay, a Length 
of Days? Whence, elſe, is it, that not only 
Man, but even the meaneſt Creature, is endued 
with Senſes and Appetites ſuited to its Nature, 

| and finds Objects proper for its Uſe and Gratifica- 
\ tion? It is not only the Heavens therefore which 
| declare the Glory of God, or the Firmament which 
ſheweth his Handy-work ; it is not theſe only, I 

ſay, which demonſtrate the Goodneſs of God, 

B but 
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but even the moſt inſignificant Animals, or mi- 
nuteſt Works of his Creation; the ſmalleſt In- 
ſect, as well as the moſt glorious Angel; nay, 
not only the Animal, but the Vegetable inani- 
mated World; and of theſe, not only the tall 
Cedar of Libanus, but the loweſt Shrub, or even 
a Blade of Graſs. Accordingly we find the Holy 
Pſalmiſt calls even upon theſe to praiſe their 
God ; not that they themſelves are capable of fo 
doing, but becauſe they afford us ſuch ample 
Matter for our Praiſes and Thankſgiving. 


The laſt Attribute I mentioned, as inſeparable 
from the Idea of a God, is Infinite Power; with- 
out which we could not conceive him to be a 
happy Being ; fince his Wiſdom might form ſuch 
Plans, and his Goodneſs incline him to will ſuch 
Things, as he might not be able to perform : 
And, with regard to us, every Divine Attribute 
would loſe its Influence; his Juſtice would be 
no Object of Fear, or his Mercy of Love; we 
could not depend upon his Truth, or confide in 
his Protection. 


But this is a Point, the Belief of which I need 
not uſe much Pains to enforce upon Chriſtian 
Hearers : Even the wiſer Pagans affirmed, that 
there was nothing which the Divine Power could 

5 not 
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not effect ; that all things (not in themſelves con- 
tradictory) were to him equally poſſible : And 
the inſpired Writers, in their peculiar Superiority 
of Phraſe and Sentiment, aflert, that he is not 
only wiſe in Heart, but mighty in Strength. 
The Lord, the everlaſting God, the Creator of the 
Earth (ſays Iſaiah) fainteth not, nor is weary. 
He removeth (ſays Fob) the Mountains, and they 
know it not: He ſhaketh the Earth, and the Pillars 
thereof tremble : And (lays David) in the Lord 
is everlaſting Strength. Now, ſince theſe Pro- 
perties are thus inſeparably joined, and abſolutely 
included in our Notion of a Deity ; and fince 
this Being, thus Infinitely Miſe, thought fit to 
create us; this Being, Infinitely Good, daily pro- 
vides for, and preſerves us; and this Being, In- 
finitely Powerful, has, and does employ his 
Power to execute theſe gracious Purpoſes ; the 
Belief of a Providence is the neceſſary Reſult ; 
ſince that Term implies no more than this Ex- 
ertion of thoſe Attributes, of which we muſt 
conceive him to be poſſeſſed, and of which we 
are ſurrounded by inconteſtable Proots. 


This leads me to conſider likewiſe ſome of 
the moſt convincing outward Evidences of this 
important Doctrine: And theſe, when attended 
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12 
to, muſt flaſh Conviction through the Soul of 
every reaſonable Man, which Way foever he 


turns his Thoughts; whether to the natural, or 
to the ura World. 


If to the former, he finds it written in every 
Page of that great Volume of Nature which lies 
open before him; he every-where ſees Order, 
Symmetry, and Deſign, ſpeaking a glorious, be- 
neficent, over-ruling God; he ſees all things 
formed in Number, Weight, and Meaſure; all 
wonderfully adapted to the particular Purpoſes. 
of their Creation, and governed by conſtant, 
wile, invariable Laws: The Borders of the 
Earth ſet; Summer and Winter regularly ſuc- 
ceeding each other; ſo that Seed-time and Har- 
veſt never ceaſe. We ee vaſt planetary Bodies 
running their appointed Courſe with an amazing 
yet exactly proportioned Degree of Velocity, and 
the Paths of their Orbits traced out by the Divine 
Compaſs of the firſt Mover; we ſee the Springs 
of Nature in his Hands, which he turns as he 
pleaſes; by which means he can, at his Will, 
(even without altering his firſt general Laws) re- 
ward or puniſh his Creatures, either by giving 
them fruitful Seaſons, and ſo Flling all Things 
living with Plenteouſneſs ; or elſe by making Fire 
and Hail, Snom and Yapour, Earthquakes or 
fleormy Winds, fulf his Word. If 
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If we look into the oral World, we ſee 
the Footſteps of a God equally diſcernable ; 
ſee him producing Events by us unaccount- 
able, and by Ways as unſearchable ; we ſee 
the ſeveral Geniuſes, Capacities, and Diſpo- 
ſitions of Men, made ſubſervient to the Deſigns 
of his Providence; nay, their very Paſſions, 
even the Wrath of Man (in this Senſe) work- 
ing the Righteouſneſs of God : For, though he 
obliges no Man to do Good or Evil by any irre- 
ſiſtable Impulſe, yet he may, and undoubtedly 
often does, cauſe particular Perſons to do that 
Good which they intend not, or reſtrain them 
from that Evil which they meditate : and thus 
makes them (by acting counter to their own In- 
tentions) become unknowing Inſtruments either 


of the Bleſſings or the Judgments of Heaven. 


This is frequently obſervable in the Occurrences 
of private Life, but more remarkably in the 
great Changes and Revolutions in States and Go- 
vernments. In Holy Writ we ſce the Riſe and 
Fall of Empires many Ages foretold, and ſome- 
times the principal Agent (humanly ſpeaking) by 
whom they were to be accomplithed, mentioned, 
even by Name: And indeed, in the Annals of 
every Country, we read of ſo many ſurpriſing 

and. 
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and important Alterations in political Syſtems, 
cauſed without any ſeemingly adequate human 
Means, but afterwards appearing plainly to have 
been preparatory to ſome great providential Diſ- 
penſation, that he muſt renounce common Senſe, 
as well as Religion, who does not perceive and 


acknowlege the viſible Hand of God? 


But leſt in thoſe Events, which in Appearance 
are brought about by the common Courſe of 
Things, the Influence of a Supreme Ruler ſhould 
be over-looked or controverted by ſhort- ſighted 
or ill-zjudging Men; left this, I ſay, ſhould 
happen, God hath not, in any Age of the World, 
left himſelf without a Witneſs of a more extra- 
ordinary, and therefore more convincing Kind ; 
ſuch as Miracles, Prodigies, and the like direct 
Evidences of the immediate Interpoſition of a 
Divine, Supernatural Power, of which we find 
ſo many Inſtances in the Scriptures: And if there 
was the leaſt Occaſion to confirm the Belief of 
theſe, by the concurrent Teſtimony of profane 
Hiſtorians, it would be an eaſy Matter to ſhew, 
that, though in thoſe there are many Falſhoods 
impoſed upon a credulous World, yet, at the fame 
time, many Facts of this Nature are ſo well at- 
teſted, that we muſt give our Aſſent to the 

Truth 
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Truth of them, unleſs we run into downright 
Scepticiſm, and, like St. Thomas, will believe 
nothing which we do not ſee and feel. 


Now theſe extraordinary Manifeſtations of the 
Finger of God are commonly the more con- 
vincing becauſe they are more ſudden and ſur- 
prizing ; for, otherwiſe, the conſtant, regular 
Courſe of Nature is as great, nay, poſſibly, a 
greater Proof of a Providence, than any occa- 
ſional Interruption of it can be. Thus, the Sun's ' | 
Riſing and Setting at exact particular Periods, and | 
the conſequent Viciſſitude of Day and Night, 
from the Creation to this Hour, is, at leaſt, as 
inconteſtable a Proof of the Superintendence of a 
Deity, as the ſtopping of that Luminary, or of 
the Earth, (which anſwers the ſame Purpoſe) at 
the Command of Joſbua; and the conſtant 
Flux and Reflux of the Sea, as clearly demon- 
ſtrates his ruling the Waves thereof, as their ſtand- 
ing as a Wall, on the Right-hand and on theLeft, 
tor the 1/raelizes to pals. 


But then, the former are Wonders which con- 
ſtantly appear, and therefore are no longer won- 
dered at; we ſee them every Day, and therefore 
ſeeing, we do not ſee ; that is, we do not perceive Y 
the obvious Conſequence ; whereas the latter, by 

being 
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being uncommon, alarm and terrify: In them 
the Lord ſeems to hare his Arm in the Sight of 
all Mations, that they may ſee and fear, and do 
70 more wickedly. | 


I ſhall now (as I propoſed in the ſecond place) 
obſerve ſome Errors which Men are apt to fall 
into, in regard to this moſt important Subject. 


I ſhall mention but Two, and theſe ariſing 
from oppolite Cauſes. 


The one, from an over-great Opinion of the 
Depth of Human Penetration, and too implicit 
a Dependence on the imagined Infallibility 


of Maxims, by themſelves often arbitrarily eſta- 
bliſhed. 


The other, on the contrary, from ſuch a ſcru- 
pulous and rigid Senſe of theſe Matters, as leads 
to Superſtition, and other bad Conſequences. 


Now, in relation to the firſt, it muſt (I ap- 
prehend) appear to every Man of common Ob- 
ſervation, that in this philoſophical Age, Num- 
bers of Men who indulge themſelves in a great 
Latitude, or (as they chuſe to call it) Freedom 
in Thinking, are thence led to lean too ſecurely 

on 
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on the principles of Science, often falſely tv 
called, and by that means, are tempted to ima- 
gine, that they can, without having recourſe to 
a ſupernatural Power, ſufficiently account for al! 
Events, whether ordinary or extraordinary, 
which happen here below; by which Poſition 
their Belief of a Providence is greatly weakened 
and confined, if not totally ſuſpended. 


Such Diſputers of this World (as St. Paul 
terms them) are willing to forget, that natural 
Cauſes are but Second Cauſes ; and therefore, 
properly called Second Cauſes, becauſe they are 
ſubordinate to a Firſt ; which gives them all their 
Power and Influence, and is indeed the only true 
Reaſon, why they are, or can be, productive of 
thoſe Effects which ſeem to proceed immediately 
from them. 


Thus they will tell us, that the Sun exhales 
Vapours from the Earth; that theſe Vapours form 
Clouds in the Air; that theſe Clouds diſſolve, and 
fall again in Rain ; that theſe Rains water the 
Earth, and are the principal known Cauſe of Ve- 
getation, They will likewiſe aſſign the Cauſes 
of Winds and Storms, as alſo of Meteors, Vul- 
canos, Earthquakes, and the like; and this, 
they ſeem to think, is accounting ſufficiently for 

theſe 
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theſe Appearances, and their Effects. But then, 
why the Sun ſhould have this Power of Exhala- 
tion; or why refreſhing Showers ſhould clothe 
the Fields with Flowers and Verdure; or how 
the fluid Drops of Water ſhould be condenſed 
into a Part of the tough and ſolid Oak, or be- 
come ſubſtantial Nutriment for Man or Beaſt ; 
or when, or where, God will raiſe a deſtroying 
Wind, as in the Prophet Jeremiah, we read, 
he threatened to do againſt Babylon; of all theſe 
things, I ſay, they muſt confeſs themſelyes as 
ignorant as the moit illiterate Peaſant. 


And thus, by the ſame Rule, had a Perſon 
of this way of Thinking lived at the Time when 
Sodom and Gomorrah were deſtroyed by Fire from 
Heaven, he would certainly have undertaken to 
account for it on Philoſophical Principles: He 
had doubtleſs diſcovered, that the Earth around 
thoſe Cities was ſtrongly impregnated with ſul- 
phureous and other inflammable Materials; that 
Particles from theſe evaporated, and, being lighted 
by ſome natural Means in the Regions above, 
cauſed thoſe Showers of Fire and Brimſtone, re- 
corded in Scripture: But then, why theſe Cauſes 
lay dormant and unactive from the Creation to 
that Day; or why they ſhould then deſtroy 
only thoſe particular Cities; or why thoſe pur 

cular 
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cular Cities, at that particular Time, when the 
Meaſure of their Iniquities was full, when they 
were become the Sinks of Vice and Impurity ; 
when the Cry was ſo great, and their Sin /o 
grievous ; and, laſtly, how Lot ſhould ſo exactly 
know the very Time when this Deſtruction was 
to happen, and by that means ſave himſelf and 
his Family; of any of theſe Difhculties, I ſay, 
he could not have deviſed even a probable Solu- 
tion; and therefore muſt have remained as much 
at a loſs as ever. For it ſeems to to me be a Conſi- 
deration of very little Conſequence, whether God 
immediately ſends forth his deſtroying Angel, as 
into the Camp of the Aſſyrians ; or whether He 
makes uſe of Materials prediſpoſed to be the 


Inſtruments of his Vengeance, and the Execu- 
tors of his Wrath. 


Yet, with this ſhallow ſuperficial Knowlege 
do we too often ſee theſe vain Reaſoners ſatisfied ; 
and becauſe, perhaps, they fee a Link or two of 
that great Cham from Heaven to Earth, by 
which ſome of the Antients allegorically repre- 
ſented the Dependance of all earthly Things on 
the Divine Will ; they never look farther, nor 
confider where the End of it reaches, or to 
what it is connected. | | 
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In ſhort, the Tendency of theſe Men's Argu- 
ments ſeems to be to exclude a God, as much 
as poſſible, from the.Superintendence of worldly 
Affairs; and therefore, if they can (however im- 
perfectly) account for any Phenomena by natural 
Powers, it is with them a ſufficient Reaſon to 
deny a ſupernatural one; though they cannot 
but know, that the Laws of Nature are but the 
Order of the God of Nature; and the Effects of 
them, the Reſults of his Appointment. 


I ſhall conclude this Head of my Diſcourſe 
with this Obſervation ; that if Opinions, ſuch as 
have been ſpeaking of, were generally received, 
they muſt in the End aboliſh all Supplications 
and Addreſſes to God, either for temporal Bleſ- 
ſings, or againſt temporal Calamities : Even our 
Lord's Prayer would be deemed uſeleſs and nuga- 
tory ; for if his Will is not as particularly done in 
Earth, as it is in Heaven, why ſhould we pray 
each Day for our daily Bread? Why, not to be led 
into Temptation, or to be delivered from Evil ? 


But, Szcondly, the other Error I mentioned, in 
regard to this Attribute, ariſes, as I ſaid, from too 
{ſcrupulous and rigid a Senſe of God's Provi- 
dence ; leading to Superſtition, and other bad 


Conſe- 
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Conſequences; ſince it tempts us, not only to de- 
nominate every trivial Misfortune, a direct Judg- 
ment, or Puniſhment from God, and even to 
aſſign a Reaſon for it; but alſo to form our Opi- 
nions of the Characters of Men from the Good 
or Evil which happens to them in this Life; than 
which, nothing can (in general) be more falſe 
and inconcluſive: For how often do we ſee the 
beſt Men in this World moſt miſerable? and, on 
the contrary, he wicked become old, and mighty in 


Power? 


Job, Socrates, and, above all, the Apoſtles 
and Martyrs, are convincing Proofs of the one; 
and the many Monſters of Cruelty and Vice, 
who have been raiſed to deſpotic Power, are as 
undeniable Examples of the other. 


Though, therefore, we are to acknowlege the 
Hand of God in every Diſpenſation, yet it does 
not follow from thence, that we are authorized 
to determine the Reaſons of his Actings; ſince 
his Judgments are a Deep which we cannot 
fathom, and his Ways paſt our finding out, 
Nor are we preſumptuouſly to pronounce the 
Merit or Demerit of thoſe, who are the Objects, 
either of his apparent Bleſſings, or Corrections; ſince 
he often puniſhes, when we think he rewards; 

and 


( 22 ] 
and the Righteous is often raten away from the 
Evil to come. PAY 


This Matter is very clearly explained in the 
Goſpel appointed for the late Faſt-Day, though 
I fear it is by ſome not properly underſtood : 


Suppoſe ye, ſays our Savio UR, that thoſe 
Eighteen on whom the Tower of Siloam fell, were 
Sinners above all Men who dwelt in Jeruſalem ? J 


tell you, nay; but except ye repent, ye ſhall all 
likewiſe periſh. 


Now from this Paſſage, it has, I doubt, been 
inferred, that our Lord repreſents the Death of 
theſe Men as caſual and accidental; in which 
God did not by any means interfere; whereas the 
evident Senſe of it is the very reverſe; for, by 
his declaring to the Jews, that if they did not re- 
pent, they ſhould all likewiſe periſh, he plainly 
affirms, that the Death of theſe Men was from 
God; and by his ſaying, that thoſe Men were 
not Sinners above the reſt, he as explicitly aſſerts, 
that they were, notwithſtanding, Sinners ; and 
were therefore puniſhed, though many, equally 
ſo, were ſpared, for Reaſons known only to 


God. 
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The true Interpretation of this Text therefore 
is, to caution us not to judge raſhly of others, 


or comparatively of ourſelves with thoſe who are 


in any extraordinary Manner viſited by the Hand 
of God ; but only to take Warning from what 
happens to as good, or perhaps better Perſons, 
to amend our Lives, leſt we alſo be conſumed. 


I am now to apply the Doctrine I have been 


explaining to our preſent very peculiar Circum- 
ſtances; I mean, in regard to thoſe aſtoniſhing 


Calamities, which ſome Nations have lately ſo 
ſeverely felt, and which muſt very deeply affect 
the Mind of every Perſon, who is not utterly 
callous and dead to the Feelings of Compaſſion 


for the Miſeries of his F ellow· creatures; or ſo 
ſtupidly inſenſible, as not to ſee that we are 


every Day, nay, every Hour, liable to a like 
dreadful Viſitation; eſpecially, when (I fear) we 
muſt in our Hearts acknowlege, that there is 
too much Reaſon to dread, that God for our Sins 


may be worthily diſpleaſed at Us. 


But is ſuch an Application neceſſary? Can it 
be-neceffary to warn the Criminal, who ſees the 
Sword of Juſtice drawn, and brandiſhed over his 
TG to uſe all Means to avoid its Edge ? 


IS 
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Is it poſſible that we, who believe the Law 
and the Prophets, who have ſeen them fulfilled 
by Chriſt and his Apoſtles; who muſt conſe- 
quently know, that doubtleſs there is a God that 
judgeth the Earth; is it poſſible, I fay, that We 
(vile, ſinful Duſt and Aſhes!) ſhould not 
tremble at the Conſciouſneſs of his Preſence ? 
eſpecially at this Time, when his Fudgments 
are abroad in the Earth, and his Terrors ſet in 
dreadful Array before us; when not only ation 
7s riſmg againſt ation; when we hear (not only) 
of Wars, and Rumors of War; but when the very 
Elements are at war ; when every Quarter of 
this ſolid Globe is torn and ſhaken by inteſtine 
ſtrange Convulſions; when the whole Creation tra- 
vaileth in Pain; when all things indeed conſpire 


to make us apprehend, that here is Wrath gone 
out from the Lord ! | 


Yes, my Brethren ! notwithſtanding theſe 
Things, though Heaven, and Earth, and Nature, 
loudly call us to immediate Reflection and 
Amendment ; yet are there, I fear, too many 
among us, whom all theſe Tokens cannot rouze 
whom all theſe Signs of an angry God cannot 
awaken to think on the Things which belong unto 

their Peace; but they fold their Arms as the Slug- 
gard; 
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gard, and hug themſelves in a falſe Security: 
They ſay, To morrom ſhall be as this Day; and 
flatter themſelves, as St. Peter did his Maſter, 
when he foretold his own Sufferings, ſaying, 
Far be it from thee, Lord; this ſball not happen 


unto thee. 


For good and wile Reaſons therefore, was a 
Day lately appointed by public Authority, to be 
ſolemnly obſerved throughout this Kingdom, with 
Prayer, with Faſting, and Mourning ; that the 
united Addreſſes and Humiliation of a whole 
People may intercede for Mercy and (before it is 
too late,) deprecate the Wrath of an offended 
God, and avert his threatened Judgments. Yet, 
as outward Acts of this kind are the Means, but 


hearty Repentance, true Faith, - fincere Refor- 


mation, and Perſeverance in Well-doing, the Ends 
propoſed, it is ſtill my Duty, from this Place, 
to contribute (the little in my Power) to theſe 
excellent Purpoſes. 


Come then, and let me reaſon with you; let 
me aſk you, in the Name of God, in the Name 
of that God, before whoſe Judgment-Seat, we 
know not how ſoon, we muſt all ſtand ! In his 
ſacred Name, I ſay, let me aſk you, What He 

ior coul 
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could do for this his Vineyard, whichthe harb 
not done s What Mercies\ could” he- vouchſafe, 
which have not been ſhewed us? What Warn- 
ings could be given, which we have not received? 
Have not the Favours of his Providence been 
wonderous; I may ſay, peculiar to us? Fon what 
WVation is ſo Great, who hath had God fo nigh unto 
them, as the Lord bur God hath been, in all things. 
that we. have called upon him for 2 Have we * 
heard with our Ears, and haue not bur Faller de- 
clared unto us the noble Works bitch he. LEE in 
n Days, and in tbe old Time NO an * 


Does not this Iſland, chough ſo remote Fg 
the Scene of our Saviour's Life and Sufferings, 
lay claim, at leaſt, to the Honour of the firſt 
Chriſtian King?“ But, certainly, was very early 
bleſſed with the glad Tidings of the Goſpel: | 
When, in ſucceeding Apes, the Clouds of Is gno- 
rance and Superſtition obſcured this Klorieus n 
Light, and Papal Tyranny oppreſſed us, were 
we not (through the Grace of God) among the 
firſt who broke the mann, and caſt N Cord 


from us ? 
. 


When, ſhortly after; the (falſely called) 1 Invin-- 
3ble Armada was ſent to cruſh our Reformation 
in its Birth, and overturn: our. civil, as well as 

religious 
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religious Rights, did not God viſibly fight for 
us? Did not He (as our great Eliaabeth moſt piouſly 
expreſſed it on her Medals, Did not He), blow with 
his Wind, and they were ſcattered ? Again, when 
civil Diſcord and enthuſiaſtic Fury ſtabbed the 
very Vitals of our Conſtitution, both in Church 
and State, and triumphed over their Ruins, did 
not his  over-ruling Will zurn the Hearts of Men 
like Rivers of Water, and reſtore our antient 
Form of Government in all its former Splendor ? 
And, laſtly, when an unhappy infatuated 
Prince endeavoured to bolt on once more our 
{laviſh Shackles, did not his Providence again 
ſend us a Deliverance, without Blood, without 
Diſorder or Confuſion, and procure us that happy 
Settlement under which we long have, and, I 
truft, we long ſhall (notwithſtanding all the 
Attempts of our Enemies) enjoy, the invaluable 
Bleſſings of pure and undefiled Religion, juſt 


and wholeſome Laws, Plenty, Property, and 
Liberty ? et Shinn 


And now, when all theſe repeated Acts of 
Goodneſs have not had a proper Effect, but we 
have gone on ſtill in our Wickedneſs, and finned 
even while, the Manna was. yet in our Mouths ; 
have not of late the Threatenings of his Judg- 
ments been as remarkable as his paſt Mercies ? 
| D 2 Vas 


28 
Was not, ſome Vears ago, our proud Metropolis 
ſhaken by Earthquakes, for many Centuries 
unknown in this Climate? and yet without the 
leaſt Los or Damage in any particular: As if 
deſigned only to ſhew us what God might do, 


we continued to provoke him. 


Has not this Nation been viſited likewiſe with 
a Plague among the Cattle; ſo that h Ox was 
not flrong to labour, nor was his Fleſh deemed 


wholeſome for the Food of Man? 


And, above all, at this Inſtant, do we not daily 
hear of Earthquakes in divers Places; of fearful 
Agitations both of Earth and Water; of Moun- 
tains falling into the Midſt of the- Sea; the 
Waves thereof roaring, ſcorning their fol mer 
Bounds, and ſpreading een, over ruincd 


Countries? 


Has not (almoſt before our Eyes) the flouriſh- 
ing Capital of a Kingdom in ſtrict Friendſhip 
and Alliance with us, been ſo totally deſtroyed, 

that, like Jeriſalem, ſearcely one Stone is left 
upon another; while others have been ſwallowed 
up, and whole Armies buried in the Bowels of 
the Earth? Are we not, at the ſame time, 


threatened by the Arm of Man, as well as s that 
of 
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of God ? And though I doubt not but, by the 
Wiſdom of our King and Legiſlature, we are as 
well prepared, in this reſpect, as human Strength 
and Policy will admit; yet we muſt remember, 
that She Battle is not always to the Strong; and 
that therefore, if God goes not forth with our 
Fleets and Armies, it is not our Bows, or other 
Implements of War, in which we can truſt; nor 
is it our Swords alone which can help us. 


Upon the whole then, what Warning (I muſt 
again repeat it, what Warning), either from Hea- 
ven or Earth, from God or Man, hath not been 
given us? And ſhall nothing move us? Shall 


they all be vain and ineffectual? Shall we 


be deaf to every Call, whether of Love, or 
Fear; of Gratitude, or even Selt-prefervation ? 
Shall we provoke the Lord of Hoſts, till the 
Enemy is even at our Gates? Will we not ſhake 
off our Lethargy, till the very Houſe we ſleep in 
totters over our Heads? Will not the wicked Man 


turn from his Wickedneſs, and ſtrive to ſave his 


Soul alive, till the very Spot of Earth on which he 
ſtands cleaves aſunder, and he goes down quick 
into the Pit, like Korah and his impious Com- 


pany? Should he not rather inſtantly fly far from d 


the Precipice of Vice, and cry (with affrighted 
Iſrael} ; -- Left the Earth fwallow me alſo 9 


* 
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Alas ! if ſuch complicated Mercies and threat- 
nings ſhould: have no Influence upon us, how 
fuſtly might our Saviour ſay to us, as he once 
did to Choragin and Beth/aida, Wae to thee, Bri- 
tain! Woe to thee, incorrigible Land | For if the 
Works which have been done in thee, had been 
done in Tyre and Sidon, they had Jong ſince 7nCe 
repented in 5 achcloth aud tg 


But, Thanks be to Hs we are yet on this 
Side the Grave; we are yet in the Hands of that 
God, who i» Wrath remembereth Mercy. 


Oh! then, ler us lay faſt bold of this bleſſed 
Hope, and work while it is called To-day, left the 
Night come, in which no Man can work. This 
Work, we all muſt know, conſiſts in Penitence 
and Prayer; what every Man is to repent of, 
he 1s to aneh for in the Bottom of his Heart; 
we have all a faithful Monitor within, who will 
not fail to tell us in what, how oft, and how 
grievouſly we have offended : And, God grant 
that a moſt ſcandaloug Neglect of. his Worſhip 
and Ordinances, a 8 Spirit of Profaneneſs 
and avowed Contempt of that precious Blood 


avhich was ſhed for us, be not found 1 in the black 
Catalogue. 


But 


FF 


But though our Sins fhould be as red as Scar- 
tet, yet with the Lord there is Mercy; he is more 
ready to hear, than we to pray; and has declared, 
that he deſireth not the Death of a Sinner, but 
rather that he ſhould turn from his Wickedneſs, 
„ A 724.904 4 
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Let us then do our Part, and, at this ſolemn 


Time, humble ourſelves under his mighty Hand: 


Let each of us, of every Rank and Station, High 
and Low, Rich and Poor, proſtrate ourſelves 
before the Throne of Grace, and pray with con- 
trite Hearts for Peace and Pardon; Let the Great 
and Opulent learn how tranſitory. is worldly 
Pomp and Grandeur; how-'vain it is to truſt in 
the Multitude of Riches, from the recent Inſtance 
of (perhaps) the richeſt Prince in Europe, by one 


Day's Calamity, reduced (as he is ſaid emphatically 


to have expreſſed himſelf)” to be a King without 
an Houſe, without Subjects, without Servants, 


without Money, and without Bread. 
7 re JEEER” 71455 11 


Let ſuch, therefore, learn to break off their Sins 
by Righteouſueſs, and their Iniquities, by'ſhewing 
Mercy to the Poor; Let tbe Pries, the Miniſters 
of the Lord, weep between the Porch and the Altar; 
and let them ſay, Spare thy:People, O Lord ! and 
give not thine Heritage to Reproach; and let them 


zealouſſy 


Py 
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zealouſly endeavour, both | by Exhortation and 
Example, by Preaching and Living, to ſet forth 


God's true and lively Word, ſo as to ſave both 
| themſelves and thoſe that hear them. 


Let the Poor learn, in whatſoever State they 
are, therewith to be content; and, ſince they ſee 
ſo evidently, that Rzches have Wings, and fy 
away, let this teach them, 20 lay up Treaſures 
for themſelves in Heaven, where neither Ruſt nor 
Moth doth corrupt, and where Thieves do not break 
through and fteal; nay, which the Rage of Ele- 
ments, and Wreck of Worlds, could not deſtroy. 


Laplly, Let every Individual ſmite his. Breaſt, 
and ſay (with the humble Publican), Ged be mer- 


ciful to me, a Sinner 


I have now treſpaſſed, perhaps, too long upon 
your Time; but the Subject, I hope, will 4 
my Excuſe, In our preſent alarming Circum- 
ſtances, ſome Minutes extraordinary may ſurely 
be allowed to the Conſideration of our God, our 
Duty, 'our Means of preſent Happineſs, and our 
Salvation in the World to come. Many are the 
Hours, the Days, nay, the Years, which we de- 
vote to Pleaſures, to Riot, to Vanity, to Vice: 
And what is the Fruit of thoſe Things, but future 

Shame 


Fw 


Shame and Sorrow ? whereas, if we now employ 
ourſelves properly; that is, if we now ſincerely 
acknowlege our Tranſgreſſions, and henceforth 
reſolve to fin no more ; what may we not hope 
from the Favour of a reconciled God ? Even for 
Ten righteous Perſons, He promiſed Abraham to 
ſpare a populous City : I truſt, there are in this 
Nation, many Thouſands ſuch : Who knows, 
but Thouſands more may be added, by proper 


Reſolutions formed on this Occaſion ? 


And indeed, the exemplary and truly religious 
Obſervance of the late ſolemn Faſt, in this City; 
not only by the abſolute Ceflation of all trivial 
Amuſements, as well as worldly Occupations, but 
alſo, by the very extraordinary Appearance of 
People, of all Ranks and Degrees, at the Houſes 
of God, where, from the Decency of their Be- 
haviour, their earneſt Attention, and apparent 
Devotion, we may, I truſt, truly judge, that 
God was worſhipped in the Beauty of Holineſs : 
This, I fay, muſt give every ſincere Chriſtian 
a pleaſing Hope, that there is ſtill a Spark of 
Piety left in this Nation, which (by the Grace of 
God) may yet kindle into a Flame, riſe up as In- 


cenſe before Him, and produce in us the Fruit 
of good Works. 
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If this be the happy Conſequence (Which may 
the Father of all Mercies grant!) we may con- 
fidently hope, nay, we may reſt aſſured, that 
God will 'be intreated for the Land. Then, 
need we not fear, though the Earth be moved, 
and the Hills be carried into the midſt of the Sea ; 
though the Waters thereof rage and ſcwell; and 
though the Mountains ſhake with the Tempeſt of 
the ſame : The Lord of Hoſts, He will be with us : 
The God of Jacob will be our Refuge. 


Now, To the All-wiſe, All-good, All-powerful 
God, our Creator, Ruler, and Preſerver ; To 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt ; be all Glory, 
Might, Majeſty, and Dominion, both now, 


and for evermore! Hen. 
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Lately publiſhed, and are ſold by James Leake and William 
Frederick, Bookſellers in Bath, 


I. Obſervations on Man, his Frame, his Duty, and his 


Expectations. In Two Volumes Octavo. By David 
Hartley, M. D. 


II. A Complete Engliſh Diſpenſatory, containing the Ge- 
neral Nature and Medicinal Virtues of all the Simples 
now in Uſe ; with the Preſcriptions ot the moſt approved 

„ Authors, as well as of the London and Edinburgh Diſ- 
| peniatories, according to the laſt Alterations ; to which is 
prefixed, The Hiſtory of the Inſtitution of the College 
of Phyſicians, Landon; Of the Principal Chymiſts ; Of 
the Venereal Diſeaſe ; Of the Circulation of the Blood; 
and other important Subjects. By Robert Colborne.. 

Price 55. | | 


III. A New Univerſal Exgliſb Dictionary, under the follow- 
ing Titles: 1. Univerſal; 2. Etymological; 3. Ortho- 
graphical; 4. Orthoepical; 5. Diacritical ; 6. Philolo- 
gical; 7. Mathematical; 8. Philoſophical, Sc. Con- 
taining a Definition and Explication of all the Words now 
uſed in the Engliſh Tongue, in every Art, Science, 
Faculty, or Trade, &c. By Benjamin Martin. Price 6s. 


IV. An Eſſay on the Hydrophobia ; to which is prefixed, 
The Caſe of a Perſon who was bit by a Mad Dog, had 


the Hydrophobia, and was happily cured. By Chri/topher 


'S Nugent, M. D. in Bath. 


8 V. A New and Correct Plan of the City of Bath, and 


Places adjacent, very neatly Engraved, on One Large 
Sheet of Paper. Price 15. 
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